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2026-2027 Incoming 8th Grade Summer Reading 

 

Expectations 

●​ Students should come to school in August having completed all reading 
●​ Books should be read independently (not solely through summaries or audiobooks without 

following along in the text) 
●​ Students should be prepared to demonstrate understanding of each book 

Assessment 

●​ Annotations are NOT required. 
●​ The two required books will be the primary focus of beginning-of-year assessments, 

students should be prepared to write about these novels. 
●​ The choice reading book will have a shorter, lower-weight comprehension check. 

Tips for Success 

●​ Create a simple reading schedule (for example: 20–30 minutes a few times per week) 
●​ Avoid waiting until the end of summer 
●​ Choose a quiet place to read and stay consistent 

We look forward to a strong start in August! 

Katrina Johnson, MS English 

Kyndel Heffer, MS Literature 

Brittany Ebersole, Assistant Principal 

 
 
 

See next page for links to purchase novel selections 
 

 



 

Summer 2026 Novel Selections - Incoming 8th Graders 
 
 

 

 

Title Required? Synopsis Faith Connection 

A Long Walk to 
Water

 
 

Yes 
 

Based on a true story, the novel 
follows Salva Dut, a young boy 
forced to flee Sudan during the 
civil war, and Nya, a young girl 
who spends her days walking 

long distances to collect water for 
her family. Through hardship, 
loss, and perseverance, Salva 
eventually grows into a leader 

who returns to help bring clean 
water to Sudanese villages. The 

story highlights resilience, 
survival, compassion, and the 

impact one person can make in 
the lives of others.  

Encourages reflection on human 
dignity, perseverance through 

suffering, compassion for others, 
and the Christian call to serve the 

poor and vulnerable. The novel 
connects strongly to Catholic 

Social Teaching through themes 
of charity, reconciliation, hope, 

and stewardship, while 
emphasizing how acts of service 

can bring life and healing to 
communities.  

 
Student 
Choice 

 

Yes 
 

Students will choose one of the following for their second required 
reading: 

The Hobbit, The Giver, Brown Girl Dreaming, Refugee, I am Malala 
(Teen Edition), The Book Thief, Unbroken (Young Adult Adaptation), 

Wednesday Wars, Night, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 

Lord of the Flies

 

 
Additionally 
required for 

English I 
students only 

After being stranded on an 
uninhabited island, a group of 

boys attempts to govern 
themselves, but fear and the 

misuse of power lead to disorder 
and conflict. The novel explores 
human nature, morality, and the 

consequences of abandoning 
virtue.  

Encourages reflection on human 
dignity, the effects of sin, the 
need for moral order, and the 
importance of conscience and 

virtuous leadership.  

https://a.co/d/04FUIOC8
https://a.co/d/04FUIOC8
https://a.co/d/0fFi42gJ
https://www.amazon.com/Giver-Quartet-Lois-Lowry/dp/0544336267/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=UNCEIBJA5VR2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZpWHOnrRSL6NapQjOxqOO8AWW7yFh25hFfbHKBcwmECU_w4b9UwC_RM4TNnZHgTDcuG8D2y3jFRd4TT7J_hGxRqHTUzpexPLNcuhLK0AIXmCQy1-Gu77wQtCJShIGlXw50BsYytGMKZDF0Fev0mcOZ6I5scudkwQKZDG8wgVAAsZBp2644LND_FynxZU_erDOx8gTAkw1iV8LJVZoT3y8e1iWsI3rSFZMNUHbWIrTMI.8Zlq0q4i_keQwRMENGF39AC55TD471g1yyevngrzWF8&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Giver+book+paperback&qid=1778518003&s=books&sprefix=the+giver+book+paperbac%2Cstripbooks%2C163&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Brown-Girl-Dreaming-Jacqueline-Woodson/dp/0147515823/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3UPI6Q7WO0ORI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SjIVwb_8ieBatt3psQpmsYa2jlSszBVM1hqbmqza20ihQ3hbD2Dy8avmmicb6BQ-snSYYTSSSmz2B2Rt32CPu_oxpy-QjdVd5XuV84VsYMAtsKxt1SVP9SODhMsu0uQ6F1BDa-m3vapP2pqcr-3pB9giGwU-IzPJQm-iaa7Q0UVLBqmShmPVTr5zUYOgOOqn5OW-tLVXu19_4OZtGQdk_VR5X93JeOo7L3ikLLjSNa8._9WOCpjg7moB2Y3zVbNwUd4aV0U7CkLOyiKRjd3jBXk&dib_tag=se&keywords=Brown+Girl+Dreaming+Paperback&qid=1778518060&s=books&sprefix=brown+girl+dreaming+paperbac%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Refugee-Alan-Gratz/dp/1407184326/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://a.co/d/023oBV90
https://a.co/d/023oBV90
https://a.co/d/00pqCrWs
https://a.co/d/0iWs554H
https://a.co/d/09YUZsfW
https://a.co/d/01D5dfD0
https://a.co/d/02YVnqyN
https://a.co/d/0eOttext
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